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NATIONAL CONFERENCE STUDIES RIVER RESTORATION 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana will host a national conference Sept. 28-29 that examines 
methods to study whether river restoration efforts actually accomplish what they set out to do.
Sponsored by UM’s Center for Riverine Science and Stream Re-naturalization -- also 
called the River Center — the conference is titled “Assessing Stream Restoration Success: 
Developing Sustainable Ecological and Physical Systems.”
A Thursday, Sept. 28, field trip will examine river restoration issues associated with 
the Milltown Dam removal project, as well as efforts to improve native fish populations and 
habitat within the upper Blackfoot River basin.
That field trip is full, but space is still available for the Friday, Sept. 29, session, which 
will feature four hour-long lectures by national river experts starting at 8 a.m. in the 
University Center Theater.
The lectures are Sediment Transport and Stream Re-naturalization Success” by Peter 
Wilcock, a professor at Johns Hopkins University; “Ecological Systems and Re-naturalization 
Success” by Emily Bernhardt, an assistant professor at Duke University; “Fisheries and 
Stream Re-Naturalization Success” by Jeffrey Kershner, director of the U.S. Geological
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Survey’s Northern Rocky Mountain Science Center; and “Planning and Executing a Successful 
Re-naturalization Project” by Tyler Allred, lead designer for Allred Restoration Inc.
The lectures will be followed by a lunch and poster session, featuring the work of about 
25 individual researchers.
Roughly 100 researchers, students, practitioners and regulators are expected for the this 
fourth annual River Center conference. For more information, visit 
http://www.umt.edu/rivercenter. To register for Friday events, call the Department of 
Geosciences at 406-243-2341.
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